
ALLERDALE HIGHWAYS WORKING GROUP

Minutes of a Meeting of the Allerdale Highways Working Group held on Wednesday, 
11 December 2019 at 2.00 pm at Lillyhall Highways Depot

PRESENT:

Mr JS Holliday (Chairman)

Mr A Bowness
Mr A Kennon

Mr AJ Markley (Vice-Chair)

Also in Attendance:-

Mr D Hamilton - Democratic Services Officer
Mr M Reeves - Traffic Management Officer
Miss A Sykes - Highways Network Manager

17 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Mr J Lister, Ms R Hanson, Mr A Barry and Mr T 
Lywood. 

18 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

RESOLVED that, the minutes of the meeting which took place on 9 October 2019 
were agreed as an accurate and complete record. 

19 PROVISIONAL DEVOLVED CAPITAL PROGRAMME FOR ALLERDALE 
2020/21

Members considered a report from the Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure which contained proposals for the NPRN, lighting and small scale 
improvement programme of works for 2020/21 based on assumed funding allocation 
of £3,532,410. 

The Allerdale Highways Working Group were requested to review and recommend 
that Local Committee agree the provisional Devolved NPRN programme of works 
for 2020/21 subject to Cabinet’s confirmation of the devolved highways budget 
allocations for 2020/21. 

As in previous programmes of NPRN work, the programme has been proposed to 
undertake extensive carriageway patching, structural maintenance and surfacing 
work in the Allerdale area to maximise the proportion of network improvements from 
available funds. 



The Highways Network Manager took members through the report and brought to 
members attention a double entry on the list of scheduled works, she informed 
members that since circulation the Fitz Road entry for the 2022/23 schedule of 
works had been removed. 

A discussion then took place regarding flood related issues at Stanwix Corner in 
Silloth. The Highways Network Manager informed members that this scheme was 
being considered for a county-wide Department of Transport (DfT) Challenge Fund. 
It was confirmed that if successful in the application then funding for the scheme as 
featured in the programme of works would be allocated. 

RESOLVED that, the Allerdale Highways Working Group recommend that 
Allerdale Local Committee agree the proposed Devolved 
NPRN Programme of Works for 2020/21, as set out in 
the attached Appendix 1, subject to Cabinet’s 
confirmation of the devolved highways budget allocations 
2020/21. 

20 PROVISIONAL DEVOLVED HIGHWAYS REVENUE BUDGET 
ALLERDALE 2020/21

Members had before them a report from the Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure which contained the proposals for the Devolved highways Revenue 
Budget allocation for Allerdale 2020/21 based on assumed funding allocation of 
£1,177,262. 

The Allerdale Highways Working Group was requested to review and recommend 
that Local Committee agree the proposed allocations based on assumed funding 
allocation of £1,177,262 and subject to Cabinet’s confirmation of the devolved 
highways budget allocations for 2020/21. 

Members heard that the funding allocation would remain the same as the previous 
year but were informed that the difference reflected in the table at appendix 1 of the 
report was due to the carrying forward of the previous year’s budget underspend. 

The Highways Network Manager highlighted the reallocation of funding for street 
lighting to verge maintenance and cited the LED lighting replacement scheme and 
the resulting increase in reliability and efficiency as the reason for the saving. 
Members were reminded that if necessary there would still be scope to amend the 
allocations. 

RESOLVED that, That the Allerdale Highways Working Group 
recommends that Allerdale Local Committee agree the 
proposed Devolved Highways Revenue Budget for 
Allerdale 2020/21, as set out in the attached Appendix 1, 
subject to Cabinet’s confirmation of the devolved 
highways budget allocations for 2020/21.



21 ALLERDALE SPEED LIMIT REVIEW

Members received a verbal update on a number of speed limit schemes in the 
Allerdale area which were in the process of being reviewed. 

The Traffic Management Officer invited members to comment on a number of 
planned schemes which had received feedback during public consultation and 
which as a result would be reconsidered. 

Discussion took place around a scheme in Allonby. Officers had considered some 
objections to the implementation but would still be recommended it to Local 
Committee as it would reduce speed at a point where there is an bad access road. 

The Traffic Management Officer explained that he had met with Kirkbride parish 
council who had raised significant concerns about the removal of the existing speed 
limit. The Working Group were then informed that the Traffic Management Officer 
would be meeting with the Local Member to discuss the situation but that the 
scheme was likely not to go ahead. 

A detailed discussion then took place about a scheme in Thirlmere which had been 
put in place temporarily due to flooding concerns. The recommendation was to 
make the speed limit permanent as the Infrastructure Recovery Programme had 
advised.

Members received an update on the stretch of the A595 at Bothel where the service 
had been asked to consider a 50mph speed limit. It was explained that this was due 
to the number of junctions on this section of road and a bus stop. Members 
understood the concern but raised their own concerns regarding the flow of traffic 
for commuters. 

The Traffic Management Officer concluded by confirming that every scheme would 
return to the Allerdale Highways Working Group before going to Local Committee. 

22 TREES ON COCKERMOUTH MAIN STREET

A discussion took place which confirmed that, subject to the advice of specialists, 
the Working Group in collaboration with Cockermouth Town Council was supportive 
of the pollarding of trees on Main Street. 

23 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Allerdale Highways Working Group will take place on the 3 
February 2020. 

The meeting ended at 15:20pm 


